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129,676

2008              
AP Psychology 

Examinees

67%  (86,369) of 
examinees 
received 

“Qualified” scores 
of  “3” or above.
Source: Educational 

Testing Service (2009).

6,265

90,039

Psychology 
Baccalaureate Degrees 
Awarded in 2006-2007

21,037

Psychology Masters 
Degrees Awarded in 

2006-2007

Source: NCES, IPEDS 
(2009).

5,094

5,152

EPPP Licensure 
Examinees 2008

*This number includes 
both Master’s and 

Doctoral level examinees

Source: Association of 
State and Provincial 
Psychology Boards 

(ASPPB) (2009).

863

Postdoctoral 
appointees in 

59,800

Freshmen at all 
Baccalaureate institutions 

select Psychology as a 
probable major. 

Source: The American 
Freshman: National Norms for 
Fall 2005, CIRP-HERI, UCLA 

(2005).

59,617

2007 Graduate 
Enrollment in 
Psychology

Source: NSF (2009).

2008               
IB Psychology 

Examinees     
(N. America)

Source: International 
Baccalaureate 

Organization (2009).

775,000 

U.S. Students 
enroll in a 

Psychology course 
during high school.

Source: U.S. Dept. of 
Education, NCES, 

IPEDS (2008) and APA 
Education Directorate 

(2007).

2,213

Psychology Associates 
Degrees Awarded in 

2006-2007
Source: NCES, IPEDS (2009).

Awarded in 2006-2007
Source: U.S. Department of 
Education, NCES, IPEDS 

(2009).

Psychology Doctorates 

Awarded in 2007-2008

PhD: 3,294

PsyD: 1,430

EdD: 370

Source: APA-CWS, NSF, 
NORC (2009).

appointees in 
doctorate-
granting 

institutions in 
2006.

Source: Graduate 
Students and 

Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering: Fall 

2006, NSF (2008).

18.4 % of Psychology 
baccalaureate and 

masters degree recipients 
earned associates 

degrees.

Source: National Survey of 
Recent College Graduates, NSF 

(2003).

2009 APPIC Match

Participants: 3,598
Matched*: 2,752

(76%)

Source: Association of 
Psychology Postdoctoral and 
Internship Centers (APPIC) 

(2009).

*As of Match Day

51% of doctorate 
recipients pursue 

postdoctoral 
study.

Source : APA-CWS 
(2009).



Undergraduate

 Estimated percentage of freshmen who 
major in Psychology: 4.6% of 1.3 million. 

Source: Derived from The American 
Freshman: National Norms for Fall 2005
CIRP-HERI, UCLA (2005).

 Approximately 70% of doctorates received 
their Baccalaureate degree in psychology.

Source: Derived from U.S. Doctorates in the 
20th Century, NSF (2006).

 Approximately 80% of psychology 
baccalaureate recipients enter the workforce 
within a year after graduation.

Source: National Center for Education 
Statistics (NCES) Digest of Education 
Statistics (2008).

 Baccalaureate Diversity
             Women: 77.4%

     Minority: 26.2 %

Graduate

 Masters Degree Subfields
     Counseling: 35.3%
     General: 25.7%
     Clinical: 12.4%
     School: 7.1%
     Educational: 5.7%
     Industrial/Org.: 3.4%
     Forensic: 2.5%
     Community: 1.6%
     Other: 6.3%
     
Source: National Center for Education 
Statistics (NCES), (2009).

 Masters Diversity
     Women: 78.9%
     Minority: 24.1%
     Disabled    
       (Enrollment): 8.6%                  

Source: Derived from NSF (2009).

 Doctorate Recipients Subfields
     Clinical: 50.3%
     Counseling: 7.0%
     School: 5.1%
     Social/Personality: 4.9%
     Cognitive: 4.5%
     I/O: 3.8%
     Developmental: 3.4%

Postdoctoral

 Most doctorate recipients complete 1 or 2 years 
of postdoctorate training except in WA, UT, and 
AL.

Source: APPIC (2007).

 Estimated number of PhD/PsyD recipients that 
seek postdoctoral training: 51%.

Source: APA-CWS (2009).

 Estimated number of formal APA accredited
postdoctoral training opportunities: 
Approximately 48.

Source: APA Education Directorate (2009).

 Estimated number of formal APPIC member 
postdoctoral residency programs: 
Approximately 128.

Source: APPIC (2009).

     Minority: 26.2 %
Disabled  (Enrollment): 9.3% 

Source: Derived from Women, Minorities and 
Persons with Disabilities in Science and 
Engineering, NSF (2009).

     Developmental: 3.4%
     Experimental: 3.0%
     Educational: 2.1%
     Other: 16.0% 
    
Source: APA-CWS (2009).

 Doctoral Recipient Diversity
                     Women: 75.8.0%

     Minority: 18%
     Disabled: 2.5%

Source: APA-CWS and NSF (2009).

 48.7% of 2007 PhD recipients reported definite 
employment upon graduation. 50.3% pursue 
postdoctoral study/training.

Source: 2007 Survey of Earned Doctorates.*

Compiled by: American Psychological Association, Center for Workforce Studies (CWS) • 750 First Street, NE • Washington, DC • 20002-4242

Phone: 202-336-5980 • TDD/TTY: 202-336-6123 • Fax: 202-336-6148 • Email: cws@apa.org

*NSF/NIH/USED/NEH/USDA/NASA, 2006 Survey of Doctorate Recipients and 2007 Survey of Earned Doctorates.

Note. The use of NSF data does not imply NSF endorsement of the research, research methods, or conclusions contained in this report.

In 2007, more than 116,000 psychology degrees were granted at all levels. – NCES (2009).


